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Risk Factors

The hardships children of an incarcerated
parent endure include psychological strain,
antisocial behavior, suspension or expulsion
from school, economic hardship, and
criminal ativitity. These hardships are
examples of what are referred to as "risk
factors”.

Risk Factors, as defined by the substance
abuse and mental heath services
administration are “characteristics at the
biological, psychological, family,
community, or cultural level that precede
and are associated with a higher
likelihood of negative outcomes.s

Children of people who are incarcerated are
likely to experience more risk-factors during
their lifetime.s

Children with an
incarcerated parent are
6 times more likely to
become incarcerated

themselves.6

‘01 @bed uo epod Yo ayi Buimoj|joy Agq ueneyuely
1O wnasn|y s,uaip(iyD) Aq paresis 19aysyiom
SIY1 JO UOIsIaA papuedxs Ue pulj ued NoA

;diysisupied unok ’
}Jo 10edwi ey} ainseaw nNoA 1ybiw moH

;peau diysisuped siyy
pinom Buipuny [euonippe Jo puly 1eypn

:diysisuped
InoK jo sjeob ayy e1e|NdIUY

¢diysisuped
siy1 01 Burqg ueds noA 1eyy uoneziuebio
inok jo syibuaiis ayy ate 1eypp

Citations

1 Collateral Costs: Incarceration'’s Effect
on Economic Mobility”, The Pew
Charitable Trusts: Pew Center on the
States, Washington, DC. 2010
https://www.pewtrusts.org/~/media/le
gacy/uploadedfiles/pcs_assets/2010/c
ollateralcosts1pdf.pdf

2 Prisons Today.” Eastern State
Penitentiary Historic Site.
https://www.easternstate.org/explore/e
xhibits/prisons-today.

3 Ashley Nellis, P. D. (2022, December
16). The Color of Justice: Racial and
ethnic disparity in state prisons. The
Sentencing Project. Retrieved April 20,
2023, from
https://www.sentencingproject.org/rep
orts/the-color-of-justice-racial-and-ethn
ic-disparity-in-state-prisons-the-sentenc
ing-project/

4 Schirmer, Sarah, Ashley Nellis, and
Marc Mauer. “Incarcerated Parents and
Their Children - Trends 1991 - 2007."
February 09. Pdf.

uone|ndod 00’00 Jod seel uonelsdiedU|

puejeo|
Jiewusq
spuepayisN
KemioN

o
<

wnibjeg
Ay
8duel
epeue)

Binoquiaxn

)

N
T

|eBnuioy
wopbury payun

o
152}

se1e1g payun

sa11uNod O] vN Buipunoj Buowe
sajey uorjerasrIedu]

'suosud ul ale uaip|iyo

Juspuadap yUm siayie} pue siaylow aiowl
Aym uoseal ay1se s/ 4| @Yl 82UIS UoNeIadledul
Ul @5B2IDUI BAISSBW 8Y) S8110 81N)ISuU| 8dnsnp
|euoneN @y ‘|ief 1o uosud ul suazid uol|iw

Z'Z yum aey Aq ‘plaom ay) ul uoneiadiedul

Jo @1e11s8ybiy 8yl sey mou sa1e1g payun ay |

uorjeIadIRdU] SSRIAI

A study done in 1998 by Kaiser Permanente
brought together 10 questions about childhood
experiences that could be linked with adult health
and wellbeing. As the number of ACEs or Adverse
Childhood experiences increases, so does the risk
for alcoholism and alcohol abuse, depression, illicit
drug use, financial stress, poor academic
achievement and many other negative health and
well being outcomes.7
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Strengthen Families Through Visits

When parents have opportunities to maintain their relationship with children
while incarcerated, parental attachment is supported and a bond is maintained.

Studies show that under certain
circumstances, contact visits
between a parent and child can
lessen the effects of parental
incarceration on a child.

Visits are most beneficial when they
are made in a place where children
feel welcome and comfortable and
occur in conjunction with a family
strengthening program.s
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For parents, benefits include
a lower rate of recidivism
and a more successful
re-entry after release.

Parent-child relationships can also help
motivate people who are incarcerated to
avoid disciplinary action and participate
in correctional programming that

supports their needs.9
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Zine developed by Adrienne Testa in
partnership/with colleagues/from Hands
On Children’s Museum, Children’s

Museum of Manhattan, Kansas Di
Children’s Museum, and Washington
Department of Corrections




